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On the Military Significance of Gongjianshou
in the Northern Song Dynasty

DIAO Petjun', JIA Tie-cheng®
(1. College of History, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China;

2. Overseas Educational College, Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian 361005, China)

Abstract ; During the Northern Song Dynasty, the Song Xia war brought out one kind of mili-
tias “Gongjianshou” (bowman) at the borders of Song part. It played a crucial role in that war.
Its military significance can been seen on many aspects: defending homeland, cultivating the fron-
tiers, fighting in the battle, building military fortifications. Besides, Gongjianshou showed its
great value in the efforts to support the war in economical terms. Such militia system not only ef-
fectively defended Song soil against the invasions and raids from Tangut and Khitan troops, but
also had a far-reaching influence on Song’s counterparts’ militia system.

Key words: the Northern Song Dynasty; Gongjianshou;military effects



