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A Study on the “Epitaph for Meng Jue” .
Concurrently on Political Promotion and Marriage
of an Imperial — Examination Family during the late Tang dynasty

Wang Yiran
( Department of History, Peking University, Beijing,100000)

Abstract : The " Epitaph for Meng Jue" , in the collection of Luoyang Normal College, gives an account of
Mengs life experience not recorded in official hisiories. Viewed in combination with the unearthed epi-
taphs of the other members of the Meng family, it is evident that the late — Tang families growing and thri-
ving through Imperial Examination were often than not politically promoted through such an approach in
which they were first appointed to an official position by local offices of commanding officers ( mufu) , and
were then transferred to the position of the ceniral and/or local officials, and finally to that of a prefectur-
al governor (zhou cishi) ; and, as for marriage, though they were related to noble families by marriage,
they were not yet really of the top drawer or upper classes of society.

Key words : Tang Dynasty; Meng Jue; Meng Sui; Imperial Examination
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