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The Compositions of Pirates and the Arrangements of National

Governance in Song Dynasty

Tang Chunsheng
(School of History and Social Work, Chongging Normal University, Chongqing 400047, China)

Abstract; During Song Dvnastv, the pirates came from different social strata, including rogues. un-

scrupulous businessmen. ordinarv people, and even illegal soldiers. The government chiefly took pacifica-

tion policy to deal with pirates, and supplemented it with some specific measures, such as the establish-

ment of coordination mechanisms in coastal regions. the implementation of Baowu svstem. the reform of

local military and political systems. and the strict control of copper and salt. These measures proved to be

ineffective because pirates gains were far greater than the cost thev paid. and thev usually got supports

from common people in coastal areas. petty officials, soldiers and officers.

Key words: Song Dvnasty; pirates; the governance system; the failure of governance



