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Title: Pursuing Freedom in the “Land of Liberty”: On Dream-pursuing Spirit in On the Road

Abstract: On the Road by Jack Kerouac is composed of many vignettes, in which the main
characters from lower or working class backgrounds pursue their spiritual freedom and happiness.
It is also an embodiment of the individual pursuit of an alternative American Dream in the 1947-
1950 period of American history. From the narrator’s (“my” in the novel) perspective, the whole
process of the main characters’ individual pursuit of spiritual freedom can be analyzed through the
“Game-playing attitude” pattern, and the gist of the novel can be understood by means of literary
ethical criticism. The main characters’ different behaviors in different situations are just like
situational games, and the narrator’s paradoxical attitudes towards the main characters’ different
acts reflect that the individual freedom pursuing is in contradiction with social realities concerning
their ethical selections. In a certain sense, the novel draws a vivid picture of life of certain working
class groups from the marginalized social bottom of American society. It highlights this special
group’s spiritual pursuit in the United States immediately after World War I1. It also reveals to a
certain degree the individual state of not being quite free in a land of liberty during that period
of American history, and it explores and praises the human being’s fearless dream-pursuit of the
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spirit of freedom.
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7Ef% [Notes]
OxT “EEEEL” , &0 Kathryn Hume, American Dream, American Nightmare (Beijing: Foreign Language
Teaching and Research Press, 2006).
@7F “lI Have a Dream” , i, Harold B. Allen et. al., eds, English for Today (Book 5), 2nd ed. (Singapore:
McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1976) 180. H i iX#t—4]if: “I have a dream that one day on the red hills of
Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave-owners will be able to sit down together at the table
of brotherhood.”
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