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Title: Arbitrariness, Admiration and Assessment: John Donne Studies in the Seventeenth Century
Abstract: In the 17th century, John Donne studies witnessed a concentrated discussion of his
wit and conceit as well as a marked progress from personal appreciation via lavish admiration to
critical assessment. While the last proves a harbinger of theoretical disputes in the 20th century,
the first two reveal a turn against the lyrical tradition that, by the end of the 16th century, had
become extremely gentle, graceful, refined and full of music. Inadequate, shallow and fragmental
as they were, the achievements in the 17th century somehow mirrored the basic trend and milieu
of that era. Particular significance went to Ben Jonson, Thomas Carew, and John Dryden, whose
originality and insights were to exercise a profound influence on Donne studies throughout the
centuries to come. Current studies of Donne, including the focus in subject matter, analytical
approaches, general trends, classification of Donne’s poems, and key terms of speculation, are,
to a great extant, a continuation and a testimony of the tradition already established in the 17th
century. Even academic emphasis, research vacancies, theoretical controversies and aesthetic
acceptance are largely identical, though with many differences.
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Notes
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Ben Jonson, ed., C. H. Herford and Percy Simpson (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1925) 133-47
< ” < ** the Lost Chain “ i

1987 1225-1235
See Smith 33-45.
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Grierson, The Poems of John Donne. Vol. 2 (London: Oxford UP, 1912) Ivi 8 5 ce
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1 Texas A & M University Libraries, ed., John Donne Collection (Texas: Texas A & M UP,
2006) 13-17
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Miles Fletcher Texas A & M University

Libraries, John Donne Collection (Texas: Texas A & M UP, 2006) 14
See Donne 374-406.

Edmund Waller . Abraham Cowley Smith
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The mistress of my youth, Poetry; the wife of mine age, Divinity
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