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An Emphatic Active Sentence in Tibeto-Burman Languages

DAI Qing-xia and LI Jie

Abstract: This paper suggests that some Tibeto-Burman languages do not have the passive voice or the passive
sentence, but they have an emphatic active sentence. The formation of this emphatic mode is due to the analytic
nature of the languages in question. Specifically, it is closely related to the morphology and state of the verb; the
relationship between the verb, the actor and the patient; and word order in the sentence.

Key words: Tibeto-Burman; emphatic active sentence; passive sentence
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