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The Causes of the Decline of the Mind-Only

School in Tang Dynasty
YANG Jian-xiao
¢ Plitlusoply Deparioent, Naniins Univerdiy, Nl 210028, Ching)
Abstract: Among all disciples of Hsuan-tsang, Kuei-chi and Puguang held the most important positions.
The forming of Kuei-chi’s core position took for a long time and was finally established with Cheng Wei-shih
Lun’s completion. Since then, Kuei-chi became the actual leader of the Mind-Only School. However, since
Empress Wu became the country ruler, relation between the Ci'en Temple led by Kuei-chi and the empress
was lense because of the obvious previous dynasty characters of the Hsuan-tsang disciples. Meanwhile, the
center of the Buddhism changed from the Ci’en Temple to the Ximing Temple. Therefore, Kuei-chi was forced
to leave Chang’an and lost the best chance to develop the Mind-Only School which was separated from the
center stage of the Buddhism since then. Under the administration of Emperor Xuanzong of Tang, Huizhao
insisted on the gold knife prophecy and the Maitreya faith which offended the Emperor Xuanzong of Tang,
resulling in the final decline of the Mind-Only School.
Keywords: Hsuan-tsang; Kuei-chi; Huizhao; Mind-Only School
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